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Animal Fibre 
 

There are three types of fibres: 
 Plant fibres 
 Animal fibres 
 Synthetic (artificial)fibres 

 
Fibres obtained from plants are called plant fibres, for example, cotton, 
jute, flax and hemp. 
 
Fibres obtained from animals are called animal fibres, for example wool 
and silk. 
 
Fibres manufactured in industries by humans are called synthetic 
(artificial) fibres, for example nylon, rayon, polyester and plastic. 

 

Wool 
 

Wool is a fibre obtained from the fleece (Hairy growth) of sheep. Wool 
fibre is made up of protein. 
Hairy skin of sheep has two types of hair that form its fleece: 

 The fine soft under-hair that are present close to the skin. 
 The coarse beard hair. 

 
Shearing of sheep includes the following six steps: 

i.    The sheep are held on a wooden board and their fleece along 
with the thin layer of skin is shaved off. This process is called 
shearing. 

ii.    The sheared skin with thick coat of hair   is then washed 
thoroughly in tanks to remove grease, dirt and dust. This process 
is called scouring. 

iii.     After scouring, hair are graded and sorted. In factories, hair of 
different textures is separated. 

iv.      The small  soft fluffy fibres called  fuzz (burrs)  are separated 
from the hair. 

v.      The fleece of goat and sheep is white, brown or grey in colour. 
At this stage, it is dyed in desired colour. 

vi.      They are further combed and rolled into yarn. Threads of wool 
are formed by spinning. 
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SILK 
 
Silk fibres derived from silkworm and are therefore called animal 

fibres. Silk is produced by a moth (species) known as silk moth. The 
breeding and management of silkworms for the production of silk is 
called sericulture.  

 
LIFE CYCLE OF SILK MOTH 
The female species of silk moth lay eggs on leaves. After about 20 days 
eggs hatch into larve are called caterpillar. The silk worms are 
continuously  
Fed on mulberry leaves, they grow in size and enter next stage called 
pupa. The silkworm secretes a wet sticky substance which hardens on 
exposure to air. Soon silkworm is completely covered with fibre and is 
called cocoon. 
Cocoon is boiled in water to get fibre. The silk fibres from many cocoons 
are brought together to form thread, this process is called reeling of silk. 
Sometimes 3-4 silk fibres are twisted into a strand for weaving. Silk fibre 
has shine and lustre. It is a strong fibre. Silk is queen of fibres.  
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Forests and their Conservation 

 Afforestation- Planting trees over a large region where 

deforestation has taken place 

 Conservation- Saving natural resources from getting depleted 

 Consumers- Animal that consume other organisms for energy 

 Decomposers- Organisms that break down dead matter and 

convert it to humus. 

 Deforesatiton- Cutting of trees on a large scale. 

 Ecosystem- A biological environment that includes all the living 

and nonliving components of a particular area. 

 Food chain- Linkages of plants and animals where each organism 

is eaten in turn by another. 

 Food wed- A number of interconnected food chains. 

 Forest- An area with large number  of trees which serves as a 

natural habitat for animals and plants. 

 Primary consumers- Organisms that directly depend on plants 

for food. 

 Producers- Organisms that feed on the dead animals. 

 Secondary consumer- Organisms that depend on plant-eating 

organisms for food. 

 Scavengers- Organisms that feed on the dead animals. 

 

 

 

 


